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Ms. Keefe      
   
 Grade 8 English Language Arts Course Outline 
Welcome to English Language Arts!
Curriculum

In Language Arts students learn to communicate in many ways. Students will receive a percentage grade and comment for each of the following three strands:
· Speaking & Listening 

· Reading & Viewing 

· Writing & Other Ways of Representing 

The following is a list of things you should know:

1. You should always have something to read with you.  The first 10-15 minutes of each class is designated for silent reading.  Your reading material can be fiction or non-fiction, but it should be a book and not a magazine.

2. Always arrive ready for class.  On days when homework or assignments are due, you are expected to have the work in front of you before you begin reading.  You should always have a pencil or pen with you.  If you have forgotten one, it is your responsibility to quietly ask a peer if you can borrow a pen or pencil and return it. 
3. You should bring your Language Arts binder to class each day.  It is your responsibility to put each handout you receive into your binder. The duo tang will be used as a reading log and the scribbler will be used as a creative writing journal.  You will have one plastic folder to hand in each project and one folder to take homework to and from school.

4. Homework, outlines and rubrics will be posted on my website: 

http://jenniferkeefe.weebly.com/

The easiest way to access my website is through the main Halifax Central Junior High School site.  You will be given an outline and rubric for each major assignment.  Class time will usually be given to work on assignments, but you will be expected to complete unfinished work at home.

We will also be working with GAFE (Google Apps for Education). Most assignments will continue to be handed in through GAFE, which is accessible through the internet. Students will be able to edit and share their work more efficiently and effectively. 

5. You are expected to be reading at home for at least 2 hours a week.  This is part of your homework.

6.
Extra help is available most days after school.  In some cases, you may be assigned to mandatory extra help.  Your parents will be notified if this occurs.  

7. Assessment is ongoing and it will reflect your progress on grade 8 Language Arts outcomes.  Assessment will be conducted in a variety of ways that include:  peer and self evaluations, rubrics, projects, homework, assignments, presentations, reading logs, quizzes, tests etc.  I will track what you hand in on Power School and I will try my best to post your results in a timely manner.   

We will be doing many different things this year, including (but not limited to) the following:

- independent reading and writing

-poetry




- novel studies




-short stories

- internet research and biographical writing
-puppet plays/reader’s theatre

Supplies for Language Arts
There are several things you will need for Language Arts class.  Please prepare these at home and have them ready as soon as possible.


-1 inch binder and 2 dividers labeled with the following titles: Reading, Writing

-1 duo tang labeled: Reading Log 

-1 scribbler - Creative Writing

*Your binder, duo tang and scribbler should also be labeled with your full name and class

**2 folders (see below) one for projects and one to take homework to and from school 

Staples® 2-Pocket Poly Folder HYPERLINK "http://www.staples.ca/en/Staples-2-Pocket-Poly-Folder/product_729604_2-CA_1_20001" 

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://s7d5.scene7.com/is/image/Staples/s0387273_sc7?$small$" \* MERGEFORMATINET 



(Item 729604, Model 16493, Price $1.96,)
Supplies needed regularly...

-pens, pencils, eraser, scissors, glue/tape, sharpener, color pencils/markers

Thank you and I look forward to an excellent year!  (
Mrs. J. Keefe (Dobson)
jkeefe@hrsb.ca
