Grade 8 Response Questions:  Please copy the number and word in bold onto your response form.
1.  Setting – Describe the location(s) of your novel.  How does the setting influence the mood of your story?
2.  Character Development – Describe one of the minor characters in your story.  Explain why you think the author included this character in the novel.
3.  Plot – Record any examples of foreshadowing (use of hints or clues to suggest what will happen later in the story). Make a prediction based on these findings.
4.  Plot – How do the chapters begin?  Explain whether this is an effective technique to capture the reader’s attention.   
5.  Conflict – What problems or conflict have taken place thus far in your book (or ones you predict will take place)?

6.  Character Development – Do you feel the author has included any dynamic characters (a character that changes inside as a result of what happens to him/her)?  Explain the change the character went through.
7.  Character Development – Divide your response block into three columns and title each column: 1) with your name, 2) similarities and 3) the name of your favourite character.  Note what makes you each unique and your similarities.   This is like a Venn diagram. 
8.  Conflict – Person versus Person: Conflict that pits one person against another.  Describe an example of this type of conflict in your novel. 

9.  Conflict – Person versus Nature: A run-in with the forces of nature.  Describe an example of this type of conflict in your novel. 

10.  Conflict – Person versus Society: The values and customs by which everyone else lives are being challenged. Describe an example of this type of conflict in your novel. 

11.  Conflict – Person versus Self: Internal conflict. Not all conflict involves other people. Sometimes people are their own worst enemies. Describe an example of this type of conflict in your novel. 

12.  Point of View – Read the possible points of view below.  From whose point of view is your novel being told?  What effect does this have on the story? 

First Person The narrator is a character in the story who can reveal only personal thoughts and feelings and what he or she sees and is told by other characters. He can’t tell us thoughts of other characters. 

Third-Person Objective The narrator is an outsider who can report only what he or she sees and hears. This narrator can tell us what is happening, but he can’t tell us the thoughts of the characters. 

Third-Person Limited The narrator is an outsider who sees into the mind of one of the characters. 

Omniscient The narrator is an all-knowing outsider who can enter the minds of more than one of the characters. 

13. Irony - Is the contrast between what is expected or what appears to be and what actually is.  Read the types of irony below and provide an example of irony in your novel. 
Verbal Irony The contrast between what is said and what is actually meant. 

Irony of Situation This refers to a happening that is the opposite of what is expected or intended. 

Dramatic Irony This occurs when the audience or reader knows more than the characters know.

14.  Climax – If you have just finished your book, describe the highest point of interest (most interesting part).
15.  Theme – What is the theme(s) in your book?  Is there a lesson that can be learned from what you read today?  Explain.

Tips on writing responses:

-Write in paragraph form: Indent the first line, use a topic sentence, and stay on topic.

-Use your best grammar, spelling and legible handwriting.

-Write three to six complete sentences. Avoid run on sentences.

-Be specific about your details, and site the content of the book.

Stellar Example: 

	Title: The Necklace
	Question/Type of response # 11

	Author: Guy de Maupassant
	Date: December 6/12

	          At the beginning of this short story, the main character Mathilde Loisel, is very 

	unhappy with her place in society.   She dreams of finer material objects and begrudges the 

	life she has.  She is almost consumed with how she is perceived by others and worries they

	will only see her as a poor woman.  During this time period (late 1800s), the family that

	brought you into the world would determine your place in society and there would be no

	way to change this.  As the story continued this character had to make many sacrifices to    

	replace a necklace that she had lost.  I think she changed for the better as a result of this 

	and could admit to her friend she had lost her necklace and worked hard to replace it.
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