What is a Run-On Sentence?

Anna is very responsible she always keeps her word.
What is wrong with this sentence? __________________________________________________________

This is an example of a run-on sentence and it is grammatically incorrect. It is important to try and avoid run-on sentences in your own writing, for it lowers the quality of your work. 
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Three Methods of Correction

There are three main ways to correct run-on sentences:

1. Break the run-on sentence into two sentences.

2. Add a conjunction (and possibly a comma or semicolon).

3. Add a semicolon.

A run-on sentence is really just two clauses (or groups of words that can stand alone as sentences) stuck together with nothing connecting them. One of the simplest ways to correct a run-on sentence is to break it into two separate sentences. For example, in the sample above, you could simply break the run-on sentences into the following: Anna is very responsible. She always keeps her word.
The second and third methods are essentially ways to add “glue” to stick to the clauses together. In the second method, that glue is a conjunction. (Conjunctions as their name implies, are...) So either of the following sentences would correct the sample above:

· Anna is very responsible because she always keeps her word.
· Anna always keeps her word, so she is very responsible.
· Anna always keeps her word; therefore, she is very responsible.
· Since Anna always keeps her word, she is very responsible.
The third method uses a semicolon to “glue” the clauses together. For example, the sample above would be rewritten: Anna is very responsible; she always keeps her word. There are rules that govern the use of the semicolon, and those rules must be followed correctly.

You cannot fix a run-on sentence by simply adding a comma between the two clauses. This would create a comma splice, which is also grammatically incorrect.
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Practise this concept by correcting the following sentences using various methods:
Will is cold he refuses to wear a coat. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Aileen loves horses she especially adores her pet horse.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Never pull a dog’s tail it isn’t nice.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Take three apples you’ll be hungry if you take only two.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Sam pulled out of the parking lot the car had a flat tire.

______________________________________________________________________________________

Common Fragments

A critical component of avoiding sentence fragments and run-on sentences is understanding what a correct sentence is and the different types of clauses that make up sentences.  Sentences must have at least one subject and one verb and express a complete thought. A sentence fragment is part of a sentence that is punctuated as if it were a complete sentence. They appear in the following forms:

Freestanding Subject or Verb:

Fragment: My dog, Rover.
Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________________
Fragment: Before I traveled to France.
Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________________
Fragment: Encouraging reckless behaviour.
Corrected: ___________________________________________________________________________
