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The Remarkable Life of…

Name: _____________________

Choose a person you are interested in learning about to write a biography. This assignment is a 5 paragraph essay. It is important you have a book to sign out on the person you choose. This does not have to be your only source, but it is a very important source. 

In order to use only facts and write the essay in your own words, we will practice how to take jot notes by using a graphic organizer (yellow research sheet). This organizer will divide your information into topics that you will later be able to use to develop paragraphs for the body of your essay. You should include the following in your essay: an interesting introduction paragraph, three paragraphs in the body of your essay that follow the paragraph cake model and focus on three remarkable events in their life, and a conclusion paragraph that leaves your readers with something to think about.

All parts are important in the writing process. You will need to hand in the following with your assignment: title page, good copy typed, work’s cited page, rough copy, editor’s check, yellow research sheet and the biography assignment rubric.

Title page exemplar:
	Biography on:

Terry Fox
Your Name

Grade 8 Language Arts

Ms. Keefe
Date Submitted




Work’s cited exemplar (I will provide other examples in class):
	MLA

According to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Paper (Seventh Edition), citations for short book quotes include the author's last name and page number in parenthesis. For example, "proper use of beta blockers prevents heart attacks" (Smith 244). 
Works Cited

The entry on the Works Cited, the list of references at the end of the paper, gives the author, title and publication information. Begin with the author, last name first. After a period, type the title of the book, italicized. State the city of publication followed by a colon. After that, place the name of the publisher, a comma and the year of publication. Write "Print" (without the quotation marks) at the end of the entry followed by a period to indicate the publication medium. For e-books, write "Web" instead followed by the date you accessed the site.

Hinton, S. E. The Outsiders. New York: Viking Press, 1967. Print.


*In order to share what you learned with your peers, you will prepare one slide in Power Point that answers who, what, when, where, why, and how, on the person you chose.
Student Checklist:  The following parts are all important in the writing process and must be included when handing in your assignment.  Please hand in all of these parts in your folder in the following organized manner:

( Pocket on the left:
	 
	Rough Draft

	 
	Editor’s Check (completed by at least 2 people)

	 
	Yellow Research Sheet


( Pocket on the right:
	 
	Title Page (title, name, course, teacher, date)

	 
	Good Copy Typed (introduction, body: 3 or 4 paragraphs that each follow the paragraph cake model – focus on three remarkable events, conclusion)

	 
	Works Cited – MLA style (list your sources alphabetically, by author surname) 

	 
	Biography Assignment Rubric (I will use the rubric on this sheet to assess your assignment)


Outcomes
Speaking and Listening
2.1 Contribute to small-group conversation and whole group discussion, choosing appropriate strategies that contribute to effective talk.

3.1 Demonstrate active speaking and listening skills such as making eye contact, rephrasing when appropriate, clarifying comments, extending, refining, and/or summarizing points already made.

Reading and Viewing
5.1 Access appropriate print and non-print sources with increasing independence and select information to meet specific needs with increasing speed, accuracy and confidence.

5.2 Experiment and rely upon a range of print and non-print sources for accessing and selecting information.

5.3 Employ various relevant research strategies like generating questions, drafting an outline, or interviewing peers to determine what questions they would like answered by their research.

Writing and Other Ways of Representing
8.3 begin to use various forms of note-making appropriate to various purposes and situations.

9.1 Continue to develop writing forms previously introduced and expand this range to produce, for example, autobiographies, drama, surveys, graphs, literary responses, biographies, illustrations, and reviews.

9.2 Consider and choose writing forms that match both the writing purpose (to define, report, persuade, compare) and the reader for whom the text is intended (understand why language choice, organization and voice used in an essay differs from that used in a media advertisement).

9.5 Know how and when to ask for reader feedback while writing and incorporate appropriate suggestions when revising subsequent drafts; assess self-generated drafts from a reader’s/viewer’s/listener’s perspective.

10.1 build and rely upon a broad knowledge base of how words are spelled and formed; use such knowledge to spell unfamiliar words and expand vocabulary; regularly use resource texts to verify spelling; use punctuation and grammatical structures capably and accurately; use a variety of sentence patterns, vocabulary choices, and paragraphing with flexibility and creativity to engage readers

10.2 Choose, with increasing regularity, the prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and presentation strategies to aid in producing various texts.

10.3 Attempt to use various technologies for communicating to a variety of audiences for a range of purposes.
10.5 Gather information from a variety of sources (interviews, film, CD-ROMs, texts) and organize ideas in communication. 
Teacher’s Rubric:  This is the rubric I will use to assess your work.
	Meets the expectations…
	1-
Limited
	2-Developing
	3-Proficient
	4-
In Depth

	Organization

(completed all parts of the assignment-see student checklist) 9.1, 10.2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Research

(yellow research sheet and work’s cited) 5.3, 8.3, 10.5 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Content 

(ideas are factual, stick to the topic, logically presented) 5.1, 5.2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	

	Structure 

(paragraphs are indented, strong topic sentence, layering of facts and details, makes sense, conclusion sentence present) 9.2
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mechanics

(correct spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, sentence structure, begins paragraph in the appropriate place; editor’s check – 2 people) 9.5, 10.1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	


 
 Biography PowerPoint:  The biography PowerPoint component of this project is to provide you with an opportunity to share information with your peers about the person you chose to research.  Your 1 PowerPoint slide should include the following information:  who, what, when, where, why and how (sharing the most interesting facts about the person you chose), title (their name), your name, and visuals.  There should be no sound effects added to your presentation and you should keep in mind the nine presentation tips we reviewed in class.  You will hand your slide in to me by emailing me your PowerPoint slide.  These are the instructions to email your assignment to me. 
1)   Log into your email account.

2)   Message Composition, To: jkeefe@hrsb.ca
3)   Subject:  your name and class

4)   Click on Insert. Click on Attachment. Locate your PowerPoint slide and double click on your PowerPoint slide.  
5)   Send message.

 This is the rubric I will use to assess your biography slide and presentation. 
	Meets the expectations…
	1-
Limited
	2-Developing
	3-Proficient
	4-
In Depth

	Graphics (graphics are attractive and relate to the topic) 10.3
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Effectiveness (includes all necessary information to gain a basic understanding of the topic) 9.2
	 
	 
	 
	

	Mechanics

(correct spelling, punctuation and grammar) 10.1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Presentation (spoke clearly, uses appropriate body language) 2.1, 3.1
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	


 
Comments: ________________________________________________
