Biography Writing

When writing a biography five paragraph essay, you should include the following in your essay: an interesting introduction paragraph, three paragraphs in the body of your essay that follow the paragraph cake model and focus on three remarkable events in their life and a conclusion paragraph that leaves your readers with something to think about. We have practised the paragraph cake model in class for the body of your essay, but here are some tips on how to write and introduction and a conclusion for your biography essay. 

Writing an Introduction:

The introductory paragraph should start with a sentence that piques the interest of your reader – a hook that draws your reader in. Consider these ideas for creating a strong beginning:
Strategy 1: Start with dialogue.
Strategy 2: Start with an emotional reaction.

Strategy 3: Start with an action.

Strategy 4: Start with a description of a person, place or thing.

Strategy 5: Start with a problem.

Writing a Conclusion:

Leave the writer with a final thought that ties together the main ideas. A conclusion should: 

-remind readers what you said and let them know, again, that your points are valid
-reassert your point creatively

-suggest further reading and explain why your topic is important for readers

-synthesize your entire paper in a professional voice

-sound authoritative

Consider these ideas for creating a strong ending:

Strategy 1: Instruction: what the reader can do about the issue

Strategy 2: Prediction: an insight into how the future might be different, better or worse

Strategy 3: Strong, punched statement: perhaps a one-sentenced paragraph

Strategy 4: Anecdote: a brief story that reiterates the essence of the issue or situation

Strategy 5: Echo: circles back to the lead
