Grabbing your Reader

Part 1:

The openings/introductions on the first page used the following strategies to introduce a story.  Circle the strategy you thought was the most effective. 

Strategy 1: Start with dialogue.

Strategy 2: Start with an emotional reaction.

Strategy 3:  Start with an action.

Strategy 4:  Start with a description of a person, place, or thing.

Strategy 5:  Start with a problem.  

Part2:

Write the titles of five biographies and read the opening for each one.  What strategy did the author use for each biography?

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: _________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: _________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: _________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: _________________________________

Title: ___________________________________________________________________

Strategy: _________________________________

Part 3:

What strategy do you think would work best for your biography?  Explain. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part 4:  Write your introduction using one of the strategies above.  This paragraph does not follow a paragraph cake structure, but does include detail building up to your thesis statement – the reason you chose this person for your biography choice. 
  Introduction:
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Conclusion:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

