Writing an Introduction and Conclusion

First impressions are so important. How many times have you heard that? It is true that the first impression—whether it’s a first meeting with a person or the first sentence of a paper—sets the stage for a lasting opinion. 

The introductory paragraph of any paper, long or short, should start with a sentence that piques the interest of your readers. 

In a typical essay, that first sentence leads into two or three sentences that provide details about your subject or your process. All of these sentences build up to your thesis statement. 

The thesis statement is the subject of much instruction and training. The entirety of your paper hangs on that sentence. But its function is to be informative and direct. 

Check to see that your thesis fulfills the following roles:

· It makes a clear and specific statement. 

· It indicates the direction of your thoughts. 

· It sets a stage. 

· It provides structure. 

· It is supported by the body paragraphs. 
Your First Sentence

To get your paper off to a great start, you should try to have a first sentence that engages your reader. Think of your first sentence as a hook that draws your reader in. It is your big chance to be so clever that your reader can’t stop. 

As you researched your topic, you probably discovered many interesting anecdotes, quotes, or trivial facts. This is exactly the sort of thing you should use for an engaging introduction. 

Consider these ideas for creating a strong beginning. 

Surprising fact: The pentagon has twice as many bathrooms as are necessary. The famous government building was constructed in the 1940s, when segregation laws required that separate bathrooms be installed for people of African descent. This building isn’t the only American icon that harkens back to this embarrassing and hurtful time in our history. Across the United States there are many examples of leftover laws and customs that reflect the racism that once permeated American society. 

Humor: When my older brother substituted fresh eggs for our hard-boiled Easter eggs, he didn’t realize our father would take the first crack at hiding them. My brother’s holiday ended early that particular day in 1991, but the rest of the family enjoyed the warm April weather, outside on the lawn, until late into the evening. Perhaps it was the warmth of the day and the joy of eating Easter roast while Tommy contemplated his actions that make my memories of Easter so sweet. Whatever the true reason, the fact is that my favorite holiday of the year is Easter Sunday. 

Quotation: Hillary Rodham Clinton once said that “There cannot be true democracy unless women's voices are heard.” In 2006, when Nancy Pelosi became the nation’s first female Speaker of the House, one woman’s voice rang out clear. With this development, democracy grew to its truest level ever in terms of women’s equality. The historical event also paved the way for Senator Clinton as she warmed her own vocal chords in preparation for a presidential race. 

Finding the Hook

In each example, the first sentence draws the reader in to find out how the interesting fact leads to a point. You can use many methods to capture your reader’s interest. 

Curiosity: A duck’s quack doesn’t echo. Some people might find a deep and mysterious meaning in this fact … 

Definition: A homograph is a word with two or more pronunciations. Produce is one example … 

Anecdote: Yesterday morning I watched as my older sister left for school with a bright white glob of toothpaste gleaming on her chin. I felt no regret at all until she stepped onto the bus … 

End With a Good Beginning

Once you complete a first draft of your paper, go back to re-construct your introductory paragraph. Be sure to check your thesis statement to make sure it still holds true—then double check your first sentence to give it some zing. 

The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.
Aristotle 

Why do famous quotes become famous? What is special about them? If you think about it, famous quotes are succinct statements that make a bold claim. A thesis statement should do the same thing. It should state a big idea in just a few words.

Consider this quote: He who opens a school door, closes a prison. --Victor Hugo

This statement manages to encapsulate an enormous argument in one terse comment, and that is your goal when writing a thesis statement. If Victor Hugo had wanted to use simpler words, he could have said:

1. Education is important for personal growth and awareness.

2. Social awareness develops from education.

3. Education can reform.

Notice that each of these statements, like the quote, makes a claim that can be backed up with evidence? 

Here's another quote: 
Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. --Winston Churchill

Once again, the statement sets up an argument in interesting but terse language. Churchill might have said:

1. Everybody fails, but successful people fail many times.

2. You can learn from failure if you don't give up.

When creating a thesis, you don't have to use colorful words like the ones that appear in famous quotes. But you should try to sum up a big idea or make a big claim in one sentence.

Just for fun, look over the following quotes and come up with your own versions that could work as a thesis statement. By studying these quotes and practicing in this way, you can develop your own ability to sum up your thesis in a brief but engaging sentence.

Attempt the impossible in order to improve your work.
Bette Davis
Before everything else, getting ready is the secret of success.
Henry Ford

In order to make an apple pie from scratch, you must first create the universe.
Carl Sagan

If you can find humor in anything, even poverty, you can survive it.
Bill Cosby

The most successful students know that practice always pays. You can read more famous quotes to get the hang of creating concise, engaging statements.

Every research paper or essay has a concluding paragraph in which you sum up your main points. The conclusion brings your argument or assertions around full circle. This will be the last paragraph of your paper, and as such, it should give your reader a sense of satisfaction and completion. 

Your Conclusion Should

· Remind readers what you said and let them know, again, that your points are valid. 

· Reassert your point creatively. 

· Suggest further reading and explain why your topic is important for readers. 

· Synthesize your entire paper in a professional voice. 

· Sound authoritative. 

Don’t sound wimpy! Be confident and give your reader the impression that you truly know what you’re talking about. 

Your Conclusion Should Not

· Propose new ideas that weren’t addressed in your paper. 

· Introduce new evidence. 

· Sound too much like your introduction. 

· Sound too dramatic. 

A common mistake is to try to add a dramatic flair at the end. This will make you sound unprofessional and conflict with your authoritative voice. 

