Instructions for Writing a Proper Paragraph
Name: ________________
The Topic Sentence:
The topic sentence is one of the most important parts of the paragraph.

Out of the three sentences listed below choose the one you think to be the most appropriate topic sentence for the beginning of a paragraph on blue jeans.

1) Blue jeans are awesome.

2) Blue jeans are definitely the most recognizable piece of American clothing.

3) Blue jeans are a comfortable piece of clothing to wear.

Write your number of your choice on the line provided. ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________

Read the paragraph at the end of this handout; it includes the author’s topic sentence choice. Do you agree? Circle:  Yes  /  No

You will need the following points to refer back to when you are writing the topic sentences for the paragraphs in the body of your biography.

1) The topic sentence is located at the beginning of your paragraph.

2) The topic sentence tells the reader what the paragraph is going to be about. 

3) A good topic sentence a) names the topic and b) may state your feeling about it.
Keep in mind that for your biography you are writing expository paragraphs, so in point 3), your feeling about the topic should be based on the factual knowledge you know regarding your topic.
Look at the topic sentence in the paragraph example at the end of this handout. Did the author successfully use the points listed above to write his topic sentence? How? Why not?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Paragraph Body:
The body of the paragraph is the main part of your paragraph because it gives the reader the layering of facts and details that they need to understand the topic.

In the sentence below can you underline the two details?

Later, Strauss made the pants out of blue denim instead of canvas, and in 1870, he added the trademarked copper rivets.

Ask yourself if you used the following points in the body of your paragraphs when you are at the reviewing and revising stage of your biography project.

1) Use specific details to make your paragraph interesting.

2) Organize your sentences in the best possible order.

3) Use transition words and phrases to help your sentences flow together nicely.

Refer to the paragraph example at the bottom of this handout. Has the author successfully used transition words and phrases in the sentences within the paragraph? Has the author used the paragraph cake structure?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Can you find some of the transition words or phrases that the author of the paragraph, “Striking it Rich”, uses to help his sentences flow together? List at least two of the transition words or phrases on the line below.

________________________________________________________________________

Transition words and phrases are one of the most useful ways to make your sentences flow together in your paragraph. Write your own example sentence using a transition word or phrase on the lines below.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Conclusion Sentence:
Explain how the conclusion sentence relates to the rest of the paragraph.  How is it unique?
_______________________________________________________________________

Paragraph Example:
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             Blue jeans are definitely the most recognizable piece of American
clothing. They were invented by a man named Levi Strauss. In 1850, during the
California gold rush, Strauss took bolts of canvas to San Francisco, in hopes
that he could make tents and wagon covers to sell to the miners. When that
didn't work out, Strauss decided to use the canvas to make pants that miners
could wear for their rough work. Miners bought these pants as fast as Strauss
could make them. These pants became the very first Levi jeans, and they changed
the world of fashion forever. Later, Strauss made the pants out of blue denim
instead of canvas, and in 1870, he added the trademarked copper rivets. Since
that time, Levi jeans have become a symbol of the American West and are worn
around the world.

