Grade 8 Writing Assignment Rubric

Name: __________________
Speaking and Listening Outcomes:

SCO 1.1 consider and reflect upon the contribution of others’ ideas during discussion.
SCO 3.2 demonstrate a respect for others by developing effective ways to express personal opinions such that they reflect sensitivity to others, including differences in culture and language.
Writing and Other Ways of Representing:

SCO 8.2 identify and reflect upon strategies that are effective in helping them to learn; describe their personal growth as language learners and language users.

SCO 8.4 demonstrate an awareness of how and when to integrate interesting effects in imaginative writing and other ways of representing; include thoughts and feelings in addition to external descriptions and activities; integrate detail that adds richness and density; identify and correct inconsistencies and avoid extraneous detail; make effective language choices relevant to style and purpose, and, when appropriate, select more elaborate and sophisticated vocabulary and phrasing.
SCO 9.4 keep the reader and purpose for writing in mind when choosing content, writing style, tone of voice, language choice, and text organization.
SCO 10.1 build and rely upon a broad knowledge base of how words are spelled and formed; use such knowledge to spell unfamiliar words and expand vocabulary; regularly use resource texts to verify spelling; use punctuation and grammatical structures capably and accurately; use a variety of sentence patterns, vocabulary choices, and paragraphing with flexibility and creativity to engage readers.

SCO 10.2 choose, with increasing regularity, the prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, proofreading, and presentation strategies to aid in producing various texts.

SCO 10.4 demonstrate a commitment to crafting pieces of writing and other.

	(Teacher’s Rubric)

Grade 8 Outcomes
	Demonstrated a limited understanding
	Demonstrated a developing understanding
	Demonstrated a competent understanding
	Demonstrated an in depth understanding

	SCO 1.1

Participation /

Communication
	Student didn’t listen to their group or share their story with enthusiasm. Student didn’t complete their work or speak clearly. Student did not contribute to the group discussion or was distracted or distracting others.

	Student contributed sometimes, wasn’t focused and had trouble communicating ideas and listening to their peers. 
	Student participated, showed interest and had minimal trouble communicating ideas. 
	Student fully participated and expressed ideas very clearly with enthusiasm. Student was fully focused and engaged during presentations.

	SCO 3.2

Listening
	Student rarely listened to the speaker. Shared feedback disrespectfully and impolitely. Did not stay on task.
	Student somewhat listened to the speaker. Shared feedback, but wasn’t always polite or respectful. Rarely stayed on task.
	Student listened well to the speaker presenting their work. Shared feedback politely. Stayed on task most of the time.
	Student respectively listened to the speaker presenting their work. Shared feedback in a positive and polite way. Overall student stayed on task.

	SCO 8.2 

Self Reflection on Writing


	Student could not identify and reflect upon strategies. Reflection is incomplete. Countless errors. Student will see teacher after class to review the expectations.
	Student reflected and identified some strategies. Refection almost completed with a fair bit of errors.
	Student reflected and described most of the strategies. Reflection completed with few errors.
	Student reflected upon all strategies. Reflection completed with nearly no errors. Extremely thorough. And exceeded expectations.

	SCO 8.4 

Word Choice
	Student put very little time into their vocabulary choices. Not detailed and barely any to no interesting words were used to engage the audience. Many common words were found in the piece.
	Student has shown some effort choosing their vocabulary. Some detail is used, but the vocabulary is still repetitive and mostly plain words.


	Student has put a fair amount of time into replacing some words with interesting vocabulary. Detailed but the audience would still like to know more about the topic.
	Student clearly put a lot of effort into replacing common words with more interesting vocabulary. Very detailed and descriptive, to engage their audience.

	SCO 9.4 

Style and Audience


	Student did not keep the reader and purpose for writing in mind when developing the piece of writing. The content is hard to follow and isn’t aimed towards the writer’s peers. Tone of voice is undeveloped. Ideas did not relate to topic.
	Student kept the reader and purpose for writing in mind some of the time when developing the piece of writing. Content, writing style, tone of voice, language choice and text organization was considered, but not developed.  
	Student kept the reader and purpose for writing in mind when developing the piece of writing. Content, writing style, tone of voice, language choice and text organization was considered.  
	Student skillfully kept the reader and purpose for writing in mind when developing the piece of writing. Content, writing style, tone of voice, language choice and text organization was all thoughtfully considered.  

	SCO 10.1 

Mechanics
	Student showed a very limited understanding of spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures. Student needs to further develop their vocabulary choices to engage readers. Student made more than 10 mistakes.
	Student showed a developing understanding of spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures. Student could expand their vocabulary to engage readers. Student made between 5-10 mistakes.
	Student showed a good understanding of how to use spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures. Student expanded some of their vocabulary. Student made between 3-5 mistakes.


	Student showed a deep understanding of how to use spelling, punctuation and grammatical structures. Student used varied vocabulary to engage their audience. Student made less than 3 mistakes.



	SCO 10.2 

The Writing Process
	Student did not show a good understanding of the writing process. Very few parts of the writing process were completed, work is not organized, and little to no revisions was applied.
	Student followed some parts of the writing process. Work is somewhat organized, and some revisions were applied.
	Student followed all parts of the writing process. Work is organized, and most needed revisions were applied.
	Student followed all parts of the writing process carefully. Work is organized and the proper revisions were applied.

	SCO 10.4 

Organization
	Student didn’t complete assignment and did not understand parts of the assignment. Student did not meet the expectations.


	Student completed some parts of the assignment with some understanding. This student is developing an understanding of the expectations.
	Student completed all parts of the assignment with a very good understanding. This student met the expectations.


	Student completed all parts of the assignment on time with a thorough understanding, exceeding expectations.


